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the officers connect themselves with the Senate,
they may mutually support each other, and for
want of efficacy reduce the power of the President
to a mere vapor; in which case, his responsibility
would be annihilated and the expectation of it
unjust."
The debate lasted for several days, but Madisoi
won by a vote of 34 to 20 in committee, in favor o
retaining the clause. On second thought, how-
ever, and probably after consultation with the little
group of constructive statesmen who stood behind
the scenes, he decided that it might be dangerous
to allow the President's power of removal to rest
upon a legislative grant that might be revoked.
When the report from the committee of the whole
was taken up in the House, a few days later,
Benson of New York proposed that the disputed
clause should be omitted and the language of the
bill should be worded so as to imply that the
power of removal was in the President. Madison
accepted the suggestion, and the matter was thus
settled. The point was covered by providing that
the chief clerk of the Department should take
charge "whenever the principal officer shall be
removed from office by the President." The
clause got through the Senate by the casting vote